
Selection of photo material on the web 
 

• Europeana  -  the museum, archive and library for European cultural heritage - is a beautiful 
collection of objects that goes back many centuries and gives a special look into our own past. 
Some of the photos, images, maps and (photos of) paintings have a Public Domain of CC0 
license. This means that you may download, edit, reuse and distribute it for both commercial 
and non-commercial use. 
 

• Gratisography is the site where photographer and designer Ryan McGuire offers his high-quality 
photos for free. McGuire has thereby renounced his copyright through a CC0 statement. This 
means that you can download, edit, reuse and distribute his photos for both commercial and 
non-commercial use. 
 

• Life of Pix offers a limited (several hundred) number of high-quality photos. The photos were 
donated to the public domain by the photographers via a Creative Commons Zero (CC0) 
statement. It means that you can download, edit, reuse and distribute all photos from Life or Pix 
for both commercial and non-commercial use. 
 

• The Metropolitan Museum of Art offers a collection of photos that have been made available to 
the public as part of the Open Access for Scholarly Content (OASC) program. All photos that 
have an OASC icon can be downloaded for limited non-commercial, educational and personal 
use and "academic use" is hereby explicitly permitted. For all photos, the name of the source 
must be mentioned and the museum must be referred to via their URL, and you are not allowed 
to edit the photos. If you are not going to use the photos from the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
for something that is sold - or can be associated with it - you can browse the museum's online 
collection. You can browse through the various tabs on the artist, on the materials used, on 
countries/continents, on time or the various departments of the museum. You can also search 
by title, artist or other parts from the descriptions. Once you have found a work of art, you will 
see, apart from the description on the right, a menu bar below the photo. If it is part of the 
Open Access for Scholarly Content collection, you will see the OASC icon on the left and an icon 
with an arrow (down) on the right. With that download button you can download the photo. 
 

• Negative Space focuses on offering a limited (several hundred) number of high-quality photos in 
a simple and effective way. All photos are placed in the public domain through a Creative 
Commons Zero (CC0) statement. It means that you can download, edit, reuse and distribute all 
photos from Negative Space for both commercial and non-commercial use. 
 

• Clipart Library contains free downloadable royalty-free vector clipart images. They are graphic 
decorative images. You may download, edit, reuse and distribute all of these images for both 
commercial and non-commercial use. 
 

• Photos for Class is a simple search engine that searches Flickr photos that can be used under a 
Creative Commons license. As long as you do not want to edit the photos, it does not matter 
which of the six Creative Commons licenses has been assigned to the photos. However, the only 
thing they all require is a correct mention of the name of the creator of the photo. Photos for 
Class automatically adds the name as text "in the photo" during the download. 
 

http://www.europeana.eu/portal/nl
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/nl/search?f%5bMEDIA%5d%5b%5d=true&f%5bREUSABILITY%5d%5b%5d=open&f%5bTYPE%5d%5b%5d=IMAGE&locale=nl
http://www.gratisography.com/
https://www.lifeofpix.com/
https://www.metmuseum.org/
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection
https://negativespace.co/
http://clipart-library.com/
https://www.photosforclass.com/


• Pixabay offers over 150,000 photos, more than 50,000 clip art and nearly 50,000 vector images 
that are all free to use because the makers have waived their rights through a CC0 statement. 
With this, the photos and images are effectively placed in the public domain. This means that 
you can download, edit, reuse and distribute the photos, clipart and images for both commercial 
and non-commercial use. 
 

• Pond5 offers more than 65,000 photos that fall into the public domain via a Creative Commons 
Zero (CC0) statement. That means you can download, edit, reuse and distribute all photos for 
both commercial and non-commercial use. 
 

• The New York Public Library is one of the largest public libraries in the world and has digitized 
more than 200,000 images that are now copyright-free and are in the public domain. That 
means that you can download, edit, reuse and distribute all these images for both commercial 
and non-commercial use. There is a handy "cite this item" function for source reference. 
 

• Skitterphoto offers a large number of photos that can be downloaded in high resolution. A CC0-
statement is provided with which the photographs are effectively placed by the photographers 
in the public domain. So you can use the photos on Skitterphoto.com for free, for all possible 
purposes (commercial and non-commercial). 
 

• Snapwire Snaps offers an extensive number of high-quality photos. The photos fall into the 
public domain via a Creative Commons Zero (CC0) statement. It means that you can download, 
edit, reuse and distribute all Snapwire Snaps photos for both commercial and non-commercial 
use. 
 

• A small team of photographers takes care of the Unprofound offer. You can do almost anything 
with their photos (including commercial use). 
 

• Unsplash contains an extensive collection of beautiful photos that can be downloaded in large 
resolution. The site was created by a web designer who likes to share good photos with others - 
and also invites other photographers - without wanting anything in return. For all photos on the 
site, the creator has renounced his copyright by means of a CC0 statement. So you can use the 
photos on Unsplash for free for all possible purposes (commercial and non-commercial). 
 

• Wikimedia Commons is the central media database for all Wikimedia projects. The database 
contains a very large collection of images. Nearly all these images may be used freely without 
permission, provided the conditions of the attached license are met. Usually, the terms and 
conditions do not include more than that stated by the original author and license form. Use in 
both commercial projects and non-commercial projects is possible; there are no costs involved. 
 

• Freerange Stock contains thousands of free stock photos. All photos from Freerange can be used 
freely. A Creative Commons Zero license and the Equalicence are used. Both licenses amount to 
being allowed to download, edit, reuse and track the photos. There is not even a name required. 
You can use the photos with a Creative Commons license for commercial purposes. You cannot 
use the photos with an Equalicense for commercial purposes. 
 

https://pixabay.com/
https://www.pond5.com/photos/1/.html?#1/18560
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/
https://skitterphoto.com/
https://snapwiresnaps.tumblr.com/
http://www.unprofound.com/
https://unsplash.com/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Hoofdpagina?uselang=nl
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Images?uselang=nl
https://freerangestock.com/


• Pexels is a free stock photo and video site and app that helps designers, bloggers, and anyone 
looking for images to find photos and videos that are free to download and use. If you see a 
photo or video that you like, download it for free. An attempt has been made to keep the Pexels 
license as simple as possible. All photos and videos on Pexels are free to use. Permission is not 
required. You don't have to mention the photographer or Pexels, but it's always appreciated. 
You can customize the photos and videos of Pexels. 
 

 Picjumbo is a free stock photo site created in 2013 by designer & photographer Viktor Hanacek. 
It all started when all regular stock photo sites rejected his photos due to "lack of quality". You 
can use picjumbo images in many ways: app designs, app UI kits, web UI kits, web designs, web 
templates, web themes and you can include used images in your WordPress/Joomla/etc theme 
ZIP package. Also you can use picjumbo photos for your book cover, or use it to design postcards 
or Christmas letters. The only thing that isn’t allowed is photo redistribution — this means 
selling, reselling or resharing the images to download or offering them to use (even for free) in a 
library of images in B2C or B2B apps. 

 
 

https://www.pexels.com/?locale=en-us
https://picjumbo.com/

